
GENERAL INFORMATION
Christmas Island stands over 350 meters above sea level and plunges 
steeply to a depth of 5000 meters, all within 5km of the islands 
shoreline.

The Island has several plateaus all of different altitudes. The lower 
section consists of the Settlement and Kampong areas, joining a large 
steep hill towards Poon Saan, Silver City and Drumsite areas.

WEATHER
The weather is tropical with temperatures from 20-
30 degrees Celsius every day of the year. The usual 
wet season starts from late October to March, during 
this time the nights can be cooler and the days more 
humid. The dry season is from May to September 
and usually offers perfect days and nights!
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ISLAND SERVICES
WESTPAC BANK is open usual mainland opening hours. There is an ATM at the Poon Saan Supermarket which is generic and charges 
a fee for all banks/credit unions. Many people prefer to spend $20 at any of the grocers and get cash out – or you can go to the bank 
or Post Office with a debit card and withdraw cash

CHRISTMAS ISLAND HOSPITAL has full 24 hour medical services available. Australian Medicare cards are accepted. For any major 
emergency, an Australian Medivac service may be arranged. To ensure your safety, Nurses and Doctors are on call 24 hours a day. 

SUPERMARKETS are located in several different locations on island. The largest is in Settlement opposite the petrol station. Kampong 
has a Malay market shop. Kampong, Poon Saan and Drumsite have Chinese market shops. All are open daily. Please note all food is 
brought in by sea or airfreight, so prices are more expensive than the mainland. Supermarkets also sell a good selection of alcohol. 
Christmas Island is a duty free destination.

PHARMACY & NEWSAGENCY sells general medicines, newspapers and magazines. They are located in the settlement area.  It is 
recommended to bring any medication that you need with you. 

RESTAURANTS There is a variety of places to eat on the Island. The Golden Bosun Tavern in the Settlement serves dinners, it is best 
to book. The Rumah Tinggi on the outskirts of the Settlement serves dinners and Sunday Lunch, it is best to book. There are Chinese 
restaurants in Poon Saan and a fish and chip shop behind the Poon Saan shops. Cafes are located in Poon Saan for breakfasts. The Island 
leisure centre serve lunches. . Please call into the visitors centre to check on the current opening times of the eateries as they can vary. 
There are BBQs located in Flying Fish Cove for everyone’s use, many locals eat here by the ocean to watch the sunset. 

MOBILE & INTERNET Only mobiles connected to Telstra will receive phone coverage. There are Wi-Fi hotspots throughout the 
settlement area, however beyond the settlement there is no phone signal. Most accommodation options include Wi-Fi.

BKB HOLIDAYS
PO Box 52, Wembley WA 6913 

Reservations: 1300 357 057 
bookings@bkbholidays.com 
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IMMIGRATION AND INSURANCE
The flights departing Perth all leave from the International 
Airport. Australian citizens can travel on valid Australian 
photo identification such as a driver’s license, but a 
passport with 6 months validity is the recommended 
form of identification. Normal immigration procedures 
apply and passengers may make duty free purchases.

Travel insurance is strongly recommended, including 
cover for medical evacuation for International 
passengers. Speak to us for details.

MIGRATING RED CRABS
The timing of the Red Crab migration is linked to the onset of the 
first rains, sometime from late October to January. Adult male red 
crabs lead the migration, with the females departing their burrows 
in the jungle shortly after. The females plan to release their eggs 
into the ocean at the turn of the high tide, during the last quarter of 
the moon. This is another contributing factor and has an impact on 
when the march departs. You can be sure to see the red crabs year 
round, but if you want to experience the sea of red, plan for late in 
the year. Please contact us for up to date information on when the 
expected spawning dates will be as each year varies.

THINGS TO DO
Eco-tourism is taking the lead in the Islands tourist population, with many water and land activities to choose from, the sights are sure 
to please all visitors to Christmas Island! Swell Lodge a new Eco Lodge has just opened in 2018.

BIRD WATCHING – With over 80,000 seabirds nesting here annually, it’s popular with bird watchers. Some of the endemic species 
include the Golden Bosun bird, the Abbott’s Booby, Christmas Island Frigate bird, Christmas Island Imperial Pigeon, Emerald Dove and 
Hawk Owl.

4WD SIGHTSEEING is an absolute must while on island. Many of the island roads are sealed, but all roads to attractions are unsealed 
and most require a 4WD. Generally, no previous 4WD experience is necessary.

DIVING is extremely popular due to the closeness of the ‘drop off’ from the shore. Whale sharks are often sighted, during the months 
of November through to April. Dolphins, turtle’s, sharks, amazing unspoiled coral and underwater caves are also of popular interest. 
With great visibility year round, warm waters and an abundance of reef fish this is a must do on any diver’s wish list. If you are diving 
between November and April, you may even be lucky enough to swim alongside a whale shark. There are no spotter planes on the 
Island so sightings are not guaranteed.

SNORKELLING access is easiest from Flying Fish Cove however several beaches offer amazing snorkeling opportunities. For the more 
adventurous, book a day or half day trip on a dive boat, subject to availability, and they will take you to places you’ve only dreamed of. 
Reef shoes and sun protection are important.

SWIMMING is most popular from Flying Fish Cove, as many of the other beaches and ocean access points have a shelf of coral and 
rocks before the open water begins. Access to some beaches may be limited during the swell season.

FISHING the big game is what most people enjoy! It’s as easy as dropping your line in. A fishing charter company operates on the 
Island. You can also fish from the jetty or along the shoreline

THE ISLAND GOLF COURSE is readily accessible for all and has been operating for more than 50 years. Locals enjoy the relaxing 9 holes 
on days off. No bookings are necessary, although you may wish to ask advice on the direction of each hole. Clubs are available for hire 
from the Visitor Information Centre for $10 per set or you can bring your own. Greens fees are $10 and can also be paid at the Visitors 
Information Centre.

OUTDOOR CINEMA Every Saturday and the occasional Wednesday night, sit under the stars at Poon Saan for the latest movie. Movies 
start at 7.30pm. Bring a cushion to sit on. Entry $5 per adult and $2 per child. Snacks can be bought at the kiosk.



ISLAND ATTRACTIONS
BLOWHOLES are located to the south of the island as the full brunt on the Indian Ocean forces itself up through the caverns underneath. 
A wooden walk way and platform has been put in place to ensure the safety of on lookers.

HUGH’S DALE WATERFALL is located in “The Dales”, a region to the west, consisting of streams and abundant wildlife. It is best seen 
after the wet season from February, later in the year, towards October the flow will be lighter.

TEMPLES are located all over the island from the Settlement area to South Point and out to LB4 lookout. Generally Chinese in origin it 
is recommended to take off shoes before entering and please do not remove any gifts or offerings the Chinese people have made to 
their gods. Photography is permitted and you are welcome to join the temple celebrations.

MARTIN POINT is popular with locals for a romantic secluded sunset. Located on the west side of the island, visitors can witness the 
sun setting over the ocean. Watch out for another amazing array of color in the local ‘Robber Crabs’. Growing up to a foot in size they 
will steal your food and anything else they find on the ground. Don’t worry they are harmless, unless provoked!

DOLLY BEACH a picturesque, palm fringed sandy beach reached via a long boardwalk with its own freshwater stream, natural rock 
spa, robber crabs and nesting turtles. Dolly Beach was recently named 7th on the list of Australia’s Best Beaches and was described as 
“resembling a set design from a Robinson Crusoe survivor movie”. 

THE GROTTO is a cavern between the jungle floor and the impending ocean. Relax in your own private ocean spa. We recommend only 
strong swimmers enter as the current can be unpredictable and the climb out by rope can be tricky. This is no more challenging than 
other locations on the Island and well worth a visit.

TERRITORY DAY PARK LOOKOUT is located near the National Parks Headquarters on the main road to Drumsite. Drive or walk down 
to the platform and view the steep cliffs of the island to overlook Flying Fish Cove and the Settlement areas. Great photo opportunity 
and watch out for the Frigates!

LILY AND ETHEL BEACHES are covered in tiny shells instead of sand and are easily accessible in a two wheel drive car. Permanent 
gazebos have been built at lily Beach and a water tank is on hand for your convenience. There is also a board walk through the jungle 
to Ethel beach, where swimming is also accessible.

GRETA BEACH with a great outlook from a beach where turtles nest and red crabs spawn. Reached by a short walk from the car park 
and a down a steep staircase.


